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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Partnership will expand health research in Muskegon 
A new community/university research part-
nership between the Muskegon Community 
Health Project and Grand Valley will aggres-
sively expand health research in Muskegon 
County and West Michigan. 
Representatives from both institutions said 
they hope this partnership will lead to the 
establishment of a permanent interdisciplinary 
health research center. 
The partnership will tap the resources and 
community insight of MCHP and the research 
capabilities of faculty members from Grand 
Valley 's Kirkhof College of Nursing, College 
of Health Professions and other university 
departments. 
Vondie Moore Woodbury, director of the 
MCHP, said the partnership began about three 
years ago when nursing faculty members 
conducted a study on diabetes. Funded by the 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Foundation, it focused 
on diabetes self-management among African 
Americans in the Muskegon area. At the con-
clusion of the study, participants had improved 
in controlling their diabetes. 
"After that project, we were intrigued by the 
notion of doing more," Woodbury said. "We're 
excited to partner with Grand Valley; it allows 
us to bring in more resources. We're not such 
a large city that we get a lot of research dol-
lars. 
"This is a good marriage and it will be good 
for researchers: Muskegon County demo-
graphics are reflective of Michigan as a whole. 
This population exceeds state norms for dia-
betes and hypertension." Woodbury graduated 
from Grand Valley in 1971; she then earned a 
master 's of public administration degree from 
Western Michigan University. She was also 
recognized as a Distinguished Alumna. 
Cynthia Coviak, associate professor of nurs-
ing and KCON director of Nursing Research 
and Faculty Development, said she and other 
nursing fac ulty members will staff the center's 
office at least once a week. The office is in the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center, 200 Viridian Drive. An open house to 
introduce the partnership to the community is 
planned for early September. 
Future research studies could include women 's 
awareness of cervical cancer screenings and 
methods to improve bone health , Coviak 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Standing outside the Muskegon Community 
Health Project are, from left to right, Cynthia 
Coviak, Vondie Moore Woodbury and Jane 
Toot. 
said. Translation research will also be a major 
emphasis of the partnership. That research 
see 'Partnership ' on page 3 
···---------------------------
New coordinator will help Saudi students adjust 
About 45 Saudi students are expected to enroll at Grand Valley through-
out the 2006-07 academic year. They are some of the 5,000 Saudi stu-
dents who will attend American colleges and 
universities under a scholarship program created 
by the Saudi government and supported by U.S. 
officials. 
To help the students get acquainted with 
Grand Valley and the community, the Padnos 
International Center created a new part-time 
position. Suzane Itani , Saudi Arabian student 
services coordinator, said she will hold training 
sessions for faculty and staff over the summer 
to help them understand the cultural differences 
Saudi students could present. 
Suzane Itani 
"For example, if the students don't participate in class, I don't want fac-
ulty to take it the wrong way. They may be very quiet in class, but it's 
GRAND VALLEY 
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their way of learning," she said. "Also, women here have lots of power 
and are equal to men; men in Saudi Arabia are quite segregated from 
women for cultural respect." 
Itani is a recent GVSU graduate and has been president of the Arab Culture 
Club. Her parents are from Lebanon but she lives in Grand Rapids. 
"This job, for me, is really the best of two worlds. I grew up here, but 
my parents and grandparents speak Arabic," she said. "I would love to 
see the Saudi students transition smoothly." 
Jim Crawley, associate director for International Recruitment, was part 
of a small contingent who traveled to Washington, D.C., to give a pre-
sentation about Grand Valley to Saudi officials. After the presentation 
Crawley said the university was placed on a li st of "approved schools" 
Saudi students could attend. 
see 'New' on page 4 
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Across Campus 
Terrorism expert warns 
of home-grown terrorists 
Jonathan White, executive director of the Homeland Defense Initiative, 
spoke to local reporters June 23 during a news conference at the De Vos 
Center. White has been traveling the country speaking to law enforce-
ment officials about the recruitment of prison gang members and other 
Americans for Jihadists . 
White said home-grown terrorists are America's biggest threat. "Typically, 
terrorists use propaganda and rhetoric," said White, "now they are taking 
advantage of hostile people. Our prisons are hot beds of violent people." 
White said good old-fashioned, aggressive police work is key in the fight 
against terrorism. He also said the war in Iraq is winnable by utilizing 
two types of military - a hunter, killer force and a very large military for 
nation building. 
The sediment cores 
were placed in special 
tubes and transported 
to A WRI Jabs where 
they will be observed 
over the following 
three weeks. The 
amount of phospho-
rus that diffuses out 
will be measured and 
results will deter-
mine if further action 
should be recom-
mended. 
"I am happy that 
Grand Valley is able 
to help complete this 
very important study 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
S~anding in front of White Lake are, left to right, 
Jim Duncan, White Lake Association president; 
Mark Luttenton, AWRI research scientist; Rep. 
David Farhat, R-Fruitport; and Al Steinman, 
AWRI director. 
AWRI launches new White Lake study 
Urged by an association of 288 concerned citizens and the support of Rep. 
David Farhat, R-Fruitport, an analysis of the White Lake water quality 
was launched on June 22. 
of one of our most cherished resources," said Farhat. "Through their 
research, I am confident that the expertise Grand Valley brings to the table 
will yield results in determining the source of the nutrient loading." 
Grand Valley to offer 
The study will be led by Al Steinman, director of Grand Valley's Annis 
Water Resources Institute, located in Muskegon. A team of scientists from 
AWRI spent the day aboard the Mucksucker, a pontoon research vessel, 
launched from the Montague Municipal Boat Launch to collect sediment 
cores from throughout White Lake, take water quality data and bring the 
sediment cores back to their Jabs for further study. 
new animal control officer training 
Grand Valley is the first university in Michigan, possibly the nation, to 
provide comprehensive animal control officer training. Beginning in the 
fall, Grand Valley 's Criminal Justice Education Center will offer 135 
hours of training in topics ranging from animal identification and behavior 
to legal procedures and investigative techniques. 
"Studies are currently underway in White Lake to look at the importance 
of external sources of phosphorus, but we do not know if internal sources 
of phosphorus, such as the sediments, are affecting water quality," said 
Steinman. "We've conducted previous studies on internal phosphorus 
loading in Mona Lake and Spring Lake, and found that the sediments 
were a major source of nutrients to the water column, and contributed 
To be eligible for employment as an animal control officer in Michigan an 
individual must successfully complete 100 hours of training accepted by 
the Michigan Department of Agriculture. 
to algal bloom formation. We need to know if a similar phenomenon is 
occurring in White Lake." 
continues on page 3 
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FORUM 
Volume 31, Number 1 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Esther Ricco, administrative assistant 
Esther Ricco makes working fulltime and getting 
involved look easy. She works in the Business and 
Finance office and participates in a number of extra-
curricular activities, one of which is gaining steam 
on campus. 
Healing Our Planet Through Education was estab-
lished in January. The planning committee for the 
organization formed after Ricco and others took an 
eight-week course in voluntary simplicity offered by 
the Northwest Earth Institute. 
"We spent so much time talking about all these great 
ways of reducing clutter in our lives and helping the 
environment that we wanted a way to stay together 
and to get other people interested," Ricco said. 
HOPE was the group's solution. Its mission is dis-
tinguished by the great emphasis it places upon the 
individual to make environmentally sound choices 
through education, awareness, activism and com-
munity. 
"There's a big sustainability effort here on campus, 
but a lot of us feel that sustainability just doesn't get 
down to you and me," she said. "If everyone would 
do a little bit, things would 
be so much better." 
Because several student 
groups have promoted 
environmental aware-
ness, the efforts of HOPE 
will be targeted primarily 
toward faculty and staff 
members. 
"It 's the small things that 
count," she said. "Putting 
a recycling bin in your 
Esther Ricco 
kitchen, reducing water usage, conserving energy 
- things that can be done at home or at work." 
HOPE will open events to a larger audience. 
Group members will host a book discussion group 
beginning in September, a recycling workshop in 
October and a workshop on energy conservation in 
November. 
In addition to her participation in HOPE, Ricco 
is the vice president for the Clerical, Office and 
Technical Association at the Allendale Campus. She 
enjoys boating, camping, baking and spending time 
with her family. 
What's Ahead 
Carillon series continues 
Grand Valley's Summer Carillon Series offers 
free concerts on both campuses performed by 
some of the world's finest carillonneurs. 
The Cook Carillon Series runs Sundays at 8 p.m., 
on the Allendale Campus, rain or shine. Performers 
are as follows: 
July 9: Julia Ann Walton, Okemos 
July 16: Christine Power, Naperville, Illinois 
July 23 : Helen Hawley, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Grand Rapids 
July 30: GVSU Carillon Collaborative: Karen 
Meyers, Anna Colby, Loretta Lanning 
August 6: Todd Fair, University of Denver 
August 13: Lee Cobb, Historic Bok Sanctuary, 
Lake Wales, Florida 
August 20: Karel Keldermans, Rees Memorial 
Carillon, Springfield, Illinois 
The Beckering Family Carillon Series runs 
Wednesdays in July at noon, rain or shine, at 
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Dennis Curry, 
organist at Kirk in the Hills, in Bloomfield Hills, 
opens this series on July 5. Other performers are 
as follows: 
July 12: Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, GVSU 
July 19: Steven Ball, University of Michigan 
July 26: Linda Dzuris , Clemson University, 
South Carolina 
Hauenstein Center, library 
coordinate Hamilton exhibit 
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
and Spring Lake District Library have partnered 
to bring to West Michigan a New York Historical 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Williamson N. Wallace, director of Criminal 
Justice Training, said currently there are no 
standardized training requirements . "This pro-
gram has the full support of the MDA," said 
Wallace. "Upon successful completion, gradu-
ates will have satisfied all training and educa-
tional requirements necessary to seek employ-
ment as an animal control officer in Michigan." 
The program runs from October 2-December 
15. Application information is available through 
the Criminal Justice Education Center at 
x17153. 
Across Campus continues on page 4 
Society exhibit dedicated to Alexander Hamilton, 
the country's first treasurer. 
"Alexander Hamilton: The Man That Made 
Modem America" begins July 6 and runs through 
August 18 at the library, 123 East Exchange St. 
in Spring Lake. 
The lecture series begins July 10 when Jason 
Duncan, assistant professor of history at Aquinas 
College, will discuss "Alexander Hamilton: The 
Life of a Revolutionary American." Duncan 
worked in the U.S. House of Representatives for 
three years after earning a doctorate in history 
from the University of Iowa. His lecture will 
begin at 7 p.m. The event is free but seating is 
limited; call the Hauenstein Center at x12770 to 
reserve a seat. 
Other lectures will begin at 7 p.m. as follows: 
• July 18: The Roots of the Hamilton-
Jefferson Feud, by John Pinheiro, assistant pro-
fessor of history at Aquinas College. 
• July 25: God, Politics and Alexander 
Hamilton, by James D. Bratt, professor of history 
at Calvin College. 
• August 1: The Indispensable Aide: 
Alexander Hamilton, by Gleaves Whitney, direc-
tor of the Hauenstein Center. 
Grand Valley to hold 
mock chemical spill 
Padnos Hall room 372 will be the scene of a 
mock chemical spill on July 13 when students, 
staff and area agencies will respond to handle 
victims and identify, contain and clean up the 
spill. 
The mock spill will begin at 6 p.m. The 
departments involved include Grand Valley's 
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Department of Public Safety, Facilities Services, 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and 
News and Information Services. The Ottawa 
County Hazmat Team, Ottawa County Sheriff's 
Department, Allendale Fire Department, LIFE 
EMS, and Environmental Health Resources, Inc. 
will also be involved. 
"This is a team effort," said David Cox, safety 
manager at Grand Valley. "This will be a chance 
for us to actively validate our current emergency 
plan with the county Hazmat team and improve 
procedures with the various public and private 
agencies responding to a university emergency." 
Cox said the Chemistry Department is taking 
this initiative so students can be confident they 
will receive the education that will be valu-
able for them now, as they enter the workforce 
and throughout their lives. Students from the 
Occupational Safety and Health Management 
program will be assisting. 
All-Alumni golf outing 
scheduled 
Faculty and staff members are invited to play in 
the All-Alumni Benefit Golf Outing, sponsored 
by Sleep Inn and Suites, set for July 15 at the 
Meadows. 
Tee time for the four-person scramble is 
1:30 p.m. , registration will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
Proceeds will benefit the GVSU Annual Fund. 
Registration is $85 per player. There is a lunch-
only option for $20; lunch is from 12:30-1:30 
p.m. and will include drawings for door prizes 
and a raffle. 
Questions can be directed to Alumni Relations at 
x13590. 
···--------------------------
Presidential farewell 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Kurt Ellenberger, associate profes-
sor of music, introduces President 
Mark A. and Elizabeth Murray dur-
ing a reception in their honor June 
21 in the DeVos Center. Gayle R. 
Davis, provost and interim presi-
dent, is behind Ellenberger. 
···--------------------------
Partnership could improve health of Muskegon area residents 
continued from page 1 
brings pioneering remedies for health problems 
that were previously tested in controlled envi-
ronments to "real world" communities, she said. 
"The center has great potential to benefit the 
community," she said. Grand Valley students 
will be involved in conducting some research 
projects with faculty members. Coviak said the 
partnership fits well into Grand Valley's mission 
of scholarship and service to the community. 
Jane Toot, dean of the College of Health 
Professions, echoed that sentiment and said it 
is important for Grand Valley to be involved 
throughout the West Michigan region. 
She added that occupational therapy faculty 
members are interested in conducting a mental 
health study in Muskegon, and PAS faculty are 
interested in studying obesity trends and senior 
citizens who have trouble with balance. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Cynthia Mader, associate professor of educa-
tion, was interviewed by WGVU Radio for a 
story about a Harvard study of the No Child Left 
Behind program and same-gender schools. 
Jo Ann Litton, assistant director of Financial 
Aid, was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 
for a story about federal loan interest rates. 
Sketches 
WGVU received two Michigan Emmy awards 
for its films "Surviving Auschwitz: Children 
of the Shoah" and "Defying Hitler" from the 
Michigan chapter of the National Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. 
Gloria Ztifiiga, visiting professor of philosophy, 
gave a presentation, "Ethical Concerns About 
the European Union's Four Freedoms: Toward 
an Ontology of Powers and their Relations to 
Moral Values," at the International Symposium 
Across Campus 
Early advice 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Sheila Bailey, senior physicist at the NASA Glenn 
Research Center, talks to middle school girls 
who participated in the STEPS Camp on June 19 
in the Kirkhof Center. Bailey was also a keynote 
speaker at the College of Education Summer 
Institute. 
on Business Ethics and Corporate Social 
Responsibility in Croatia. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff mem-
bers Alan Steinman, Mary Ogdahl and 
Kelly Wessell each gave presentations on their 
research at the annual meeting of the North 
American Benthological Society in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 
Brian Hatzel, assistant professor of movement 
science, gave a presentation, "Assessment of 
Glenohumeral Laxity in Healthy Females Using 
the KT-1000 Instrumented Arthrometer," at the 
National Athletic Trainers Association Annual 
Meeting and Symposium in Atlanta. 
Denise M. de la Rosa, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation, was named outstanding 
accounting professor for academic year 2005-06 
by GVSU's Kappa Beta Chapter of Beta Alpha 
Psi. 
John Taylor, associate professor of market-
ing, gave a presentation, "Transportation Cost 
Penalties from Ending Ocean Shipping Into the 
Lakes, before the National Academy of Sciences 
Transportation Research Board Committee on 
the St. Lawrence Seaway in Washington, D.C. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was senior author of two 
chapters, "Phosphorus Limitation, Uptake, 
and Turnover in Benthic Stream Algae" and 
"Biomass and Pigments of Benthic Algae" in 
Methods in Stream Ecology. 
Salim Hai'dar, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, "Solving Nonlinear 
Governing Equations of Motion Using MATLAB 
and SIMULINK in First Dynamics Course," at 
the American Society for Engineering Education 
Conference in Chicago. 
Lihong (Heidi) Jiao, assistant professor of 
engineering, gave two presentations, "Design and 
Implementation of a Probe Station as a Capstone 
Project" and "An Electronic Materials and De-
vices Course for Sophomore Electrical Engineer-
ing Students," at the Annual Conference of the 
American Society for Engineering Education 
Conference in Chicago. 
···----------------------------
FOBI announces scholar 
recipients 
The Family Owned Business Institute at Grand 
Valley has announced the four recipients for the 
2006 Research Scholars Program. 
The FOBI Scholars exemplify the quality and 
leadership that will advance the reputation and 
impact of family business research within both 
the academic and practitioner arenas. They are as 
follows: 
• William Gibb Dyer, Brigham Young 
University, "The Evolution of Social 
Responsibility in Family-Owned Firms" 
• Franz W. Kellermanns, Mississippi State 
University, and Kimberly A. Eddleston, 
Northeastern University, "Toward a Stewardship 
Theory of Family Firms" 
• Reginald A. Litz, University of Manitoba, 
"Toward a Theory of lntegenerational Creativity 
with Help from the Marsalis Family" 
• Jaideep Motwani, Grand Valley State 
University, "Benchmarking Family Business 
Research with Other Disciplines: Implications 
from a Statistical Meta Analysis of Papers 
Published in Flagship Journals" 
The institute received 30 applications worldwide 
from 12 countries including Argentina, Bolivia, 
Canada, Germany, India, Ireland, Nigeria, 
Scotland, Spain, Turkey and Uganda. 
···----------------------------
New position in Padnos International Center will aid Saudi students 
continued from page 1 
"Creating this position is really a forward-think-
ing move for Grand Valley," he said. "It's impor-
tant with any population to understand cultures 
and it's crucial to train the campus community. 
"We're not asking our people to change or the 
Saudi students to change, but adding Suzane's 
position will benefit everyone. She'll be a vital 
link in the education process for us." 
There is a campus Saudi Arabian Advisory 
Team comprised of representatives from 
Middle Eastern Studies, Records, Housing and 
other departments. Kate Stoetzner, director of 
International Student and Scholar Services, said 
the team made the initial recommendation to hire 
a part-time Saudi student liaison. 
Grand Valley annually hosts about 150 inter-
national students. Stoetzner said Grand Valley 
signed a letter of intent with other Michigan uni-
versities to investigate the possibilities of recruit-
ing more Saudi students to the state. 
With so many choices, why would Saudi stu-
dents choose Grand Valley? Itani said reasons 
include the university's proximity to Dearborn 
(home to the largest Arab population in the U.S.) 
and that Grand Valley has a partnership with 
ELS Language Centers. The center is in the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences; about 
45 foreign students and professionals take lan-
guage classes there. 
